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Abstract. The article examines the significance of local country study in
teaching a foreign language at the secondary school level. It reveals the
research how to educate students about the Pskov region through the use of
selected readings in English. If implemented texts would serve a useful function
in helping students develop expressions and vocabulary to discuss their own
region. This is often lacking in language programs as many language books
focus on the countries where the language is spoken. However, at the
intermediate levels of language development, using language to discuss familiar
topics helps students acquire language features more easily.

Aunomayus. B cmamue paccmampueaemcesi HeoOX00UMOCHb UCNOIb30BAHUS
MAMepUanog no MecmmHomy CIMpaHo8eOeHuI0 8 0OYYeHUU AHSIUTICKOMY SA3bIKY
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EDUCATION AND SCIENCE IN THE 21st CENTURY

HA YpoBHe OCHOBHO20 00U e2o obpazosanus. OcHosarnuem OJist Usy4eHus OaHHOT
npoonemvl  SGISAEMcs HeOOCMAMOK 8 COBPEMEHHBIX Y4eOHO-MEeMOOUYECKUX
KOMWIEKCAX — MAmepuanog JIUHeBoKpaeseoyeckol  HanpasieHnocmu. Ha
npumepe  paspabomarnoco nocoous o llckosckoii  obracmu - Oyoem
NPOWLTIOCMPUPOBAH ~ NOMEHYUWL  CHPAHOBEOYECKOT  OeSIMEIbHOCIU KK
KOMNJIEKCHOE Cpeocmao obyyenus U 6OCNUMAHUSI ULKOTbHUKOB.

According to the new Foreign Language State Standard, the obligatory
minimum content of the main educational programs includes socio-cultural
knowledge and skills. The formation of socio-cultural knowledge and skills
means expanding the volume of regional knowledge due to new topics and
1ssues of speech communication, taking into account the specifics of the chosen
profile, deepening knowledge about the country or countries of the language
being studied, their science and culture, historical and modern realities, public
figures, the place of these countries in world society, world culture, relations
with our country [8].

The term “local country studies” includes two concepts at once: “regional
studies” and “local history”. In a narrow sense, country studies as a science deal
with the study of different countries and regions as the main units of the political,
economic and socio-cultural differentiation of the globe, their complex
characteristics having a socio-natural orientation. While local history studies the
nature, population, economy, history and culture of any part of the country,
administrative or natural area.

The choice of the definition of “local country studies™ is due to the fact that
in order to carry out a direct dialogue of cultures, students need not only to get
acquainted with the culture of the country of the language being studied, its
history, customs, traditions and modern life, but also to compare it with the
cultural values of their country, their region, their small homeland, which
contributes to the formation of socio-cultural competence of students. At the
same time, the study of regional studies forms not just socio-cultural, but also
regional competence.

Country-specific competence 1s often considered as a component of socio-
cultural competence. Some methodologists define this competence as: a set of
knowledge about the country of the language being studied. The presence of
such knowledge provides a certain level of skills and abilities to use the national -
cultural component of language, speech etiquette and non-verbal means of
communication for communication purposes [1, p. 204].

Russian researchers do not deny the acquisition of knowledge about the
country of the language being studied, but also prove the need to study their
native culture by using country-specific materials. According to E.G. Tareva:
“There 1s an erroneous appropriation by students of the idea of uniqueness, of
the culture being mastered, since there is a centralization of educational efforts
on the culture of the country of the language being studied. Students don't need
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to turn into representatives of a different society according to their mentality and
worldview” [7, p. 16].

This statement can be confirmed by a number of negative trends, which
include the following provisions:

1. simplification and schematization of the process of formation of foreign
language socio-cultural competence among students;

2. exaggeration of the role and importance of the culture of the country of the
studied language;

3. the introduction into educational practice of methods and technologies that
provide for their hidden removal from their national culture in the process of
mastering the culture of the country of the language being studied by students
[2, p. 163].

Based on the above, the task of the foreign language teachers in different
education institutions is to create an educational situation in which a genuine
equality of cultural givens is ensured, interacting and complementing each other,
but at the same time not protruding the advantages of one to the detriment of the
other. Moreover, the study of local regional studies increases the internal
motivation to study English, as students get acquainted with the facts of culture
previously unknown, which is confirmed by the research of the American
psychologist L. Jacobowitz, who proved that successful promotion in a foreign
language depends on motivation for all 50 % [5, p. 93].

Obviously, the study of regional studies 1s necessary at all levels of education
and training. However, the main attention should be paid to the main school,
since it forms the abstract thinking of schoolchildren, which allows them to see
all the phenomena of life at the same time, in their deep interrelation.

In order to obtain more detailed specifics, the educational and methodological
complexes used in Russian schools in the English language and some country-
specific manuals in English have been analyzed. The analysis revealed that there
1s a significant number of materials of a country-specific nature, in particular,
information from the history, culture, geography of the countries of the
languages studied. There is no doubt that it is impossible to include country-
specific materials on all subjects of the Russian Federation in the student's
books. Nevertheless, the priority is to teach the student to speak in English about
what surrounds him, what is close and dear to him since childhood, what he i1s
proud and ready to share with his potential partner in intercultural
communication, and therefore there is a need to use additional materials on local
country studies.

In many regions of the country, the practice of introducing country-specific
materials into the process of teaching English has become common (for
example, in the Republic of Bashkortostan [4], in the Urals [6]). In the libraries
of Pskov, there are works on local regional studies in Russian, but they contain,
to a greater extent, information about the city, but not about the region [3].
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To this end, a draft guide on country studies “Some Ways of Learning about
Pskov and The Pskov Region” was developed, which includes information about
the geographical features of the Pskov region, as well as about 14 cities and 14
urban-type settlements of the Pskov region. Such a project is designed for an
elective course in a primary school.

The manual is recommended to be used as an additional material when
learning English in the framework of federal training courses, because:

1) the developed elective course provides interdisciplinary links between the
English language and history, geography, cultural studies;

2) the developed model of educational tasks contributes to the development
of general academic skills, forms regional competence, fosters a sense of
patriotism and pride in the native land;

3) texts and exercises introduce students to the geographical and cultural
features of the Pskov region, historical facts and famous personalities who lived
in the region;

4) with the help of texts and exercises, students train the ability to speak and
talk about the sights and interesting features of their native land,

5) the structure of the manual allows you to improve reading, speaking,
writing skills. For example: the heading “Stop and think!” contains a number of
tasks that help develop various types of speech activity.

The materials of the textbook “Some Ways of Learning about Pskov and The
Pskov Region” were tested in schools of the Pskov region (in Velikiye Luki,
Sebezh, Chikhachevo village (Bezhanitsky district), Kachanovo village
(Palkinsky district)). The survey of students revealed an improvement in
knowledge about their native land. The conversation with the teachers
demonstrated that the students actively participated in the lesson, their
knowledge of regional studies improved and their interest in further education
of their homeland increased.
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Abstract. For many countries today, the process of population aging is
relevant, which affects the implementation of domestic government policies. The
idea of training representatives of the silver age is considered in the context of
the concept of lifelong education. The article outlines the goals, objectives and
principles of teaching representatives of the silver age within the framework of
foreign language classes, and presents an approximate classification of
exercises for mastering grammatical skillse.

Anunomayus. J[isi MHO2UX CMPAH Ce200Hs aKmydiieH npoyecc CmdapeHusl
HaceneHus, Ymo 6iusem HA peanuzayuio SHYMpeHHel 2oCyoapCmeeHHOT
nonumuxu. Hoes  obyuenuss npeocmagumeneti  cepeOpsiHo20  803pdcmd
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